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Glcndower, a descendant of the old native princes,
had been staunch in his adherence to Richard II.,
and had been taken prisoner with him. After hib
release he had engaged in a lawsuit with Lord Grey
of Ruthyn, and he attributed the loss of his case
to the influence of Henry. Accordingly, he levied
war upon his rival, and having defeated an expedition
sent against him, proclaimed himself Prince of Wales,
and maintained his independence in the mountains
(1401). At the same time Henry became involved in
hostilities with France and Scotland. Charles VI.
demanded the restoration of the dowry of his daughter,
Isabella, the widow of Richard II., and when Henry
refused to return it, the French attacked Guienne,
threatened the south coast, and sent help to Glendower,
In Scotland the Duke of Albany, who was regent for
his imbecile brother, Robert III., allowed attacks to
be made upon the English border. Henry retaliated
by invading the Lothians, but, though he reached
Leith, the Scotch refused to give him battle, and he
was soon obliged to retire, owing to lack of supplies.
In the following year Albany attacked Carlisle. As
he was returning, the Percies met him at Homildon
Hill and inflicted a severe defeat upon him, capturing
his son, the Earl of Fife, and the Earl of Angus, the
head of the Douglas family (1402).

But this victory led indirectly to the most serious
rising with which Henry had to cope. He owed his
crown in no small degree to the Percies, and they com-
plained that he had been ungrateful to them. Various
causes led them to rebel. Glendower had captured
Mortimer and Ruthyn, and the king, while allowing the